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A MARCH TO FIGHT POVERTY AND
VIOLINCE AGAINST WOMEN
A WORLD IN NEED OF CHANGE
TheWorld WeLiveln

The persistence of inequality in aworld of increasing
wealth .

We live in a world where inequality reigns . As we near the
year 2000 , profound disparities still exist between women and
men , North and South , East and West , and within the popula-
tion of a given country , between rich and poor , the young and
the elderly , and the urban and rural landscape .

We livein aworld that has witnessed spectacular technologi-
cal and scientific developments ; substantial increase in industri-
al and agricultural productivity , and a communications explo-
sion . Nonetheless , billions of people are without work and
without even basic access to food , safe water , housing , health
care , education , culture , information , energy sources , and
transportation . Everywhere , we are now experiencing the para-
dox of people becoming more impoverished in societies that are

becoming progressively wea
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Wealthier . Humanity does not want for resources or fall short in
producing wealth ; rather , it suffers from the serious problem of
universal access, equitable distribution and responsible manage-
ment of these resources and this wealth that are not unlimited .
Women are the mgjority of those who suffer at the hands of this

skewed development .

Complacency and steadfast tolerance of violence
against women :

We live in aworld where violence against women is still uni-
versally present in the form of wife battering , sexual assault and
abuse , genital mutilation and systematic rape in wartime . This
isthe fate of millions of women .

Violence against women is a consequence of the historically
unequal power relations between women and men ; it constitutes
a legal violation of a woman's human rights and fundamental
freedoms , It is a universal reality , existing in all societies re-
gardless of income, class, and culture .

All women are affected . It would be difficult to find one
woman who , at one time or another in her life , had life , had
not been afraid merely because she a woman . Simply walking
in the street after dark or working at night may represent serious
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personal safety problems for women .

Physical , sexual , and psychological violence istoo often per-
petrated or tolerated by States that prioritize custom or tradition
over the respect of fundamental freedoms . In some countries ,
the simple fact of being female is sufficient cause to trample on
one's human rights .

Deep crisisin our cultureand in solidarity :

We live in a world undergoing a crisis of identity , values,
plans and social cohesion . It is a world where human relations
are soured by the predominance of economic ideologies . Our
world is one where art , literature , theatre , poetry , music and
dance are perilously relegated to the bottom of the list of eco-
nomic " priorities" , and where " being " remains subordinate to
" having " , whilst the reverse should govern our lives . It isa
world where culture isin a state of shock , causing us to lose our
bearing and provoking a retreat into religious sects and funda-
mentalism , racism , sexism , intolerance , homophobia and gen-
eral intolerance to differences . This crisis bars productive dia-
logue between people of different cultures, denying us access to

one of the greatest assets of humankind : our diversity .
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The eternal ravages of war :

We live in aworld ravaged by seventy-five " low intensity "
armed conflicts that are decimating populations and straining the
budgets of the nations involved , while filling the coffers of the
arms industry . The inter-ethnic massacres and Western bomb-
ing of the former Yugoslavia show that men continue to favor
war asameansto " settle " their conflicts . However , during pe-
riods of armed conflict , women suffer specific forms of vio-
lence , including systematic rape that has been recognized as a
war crime only since 1993 . In al corners of the world , women
are rising up to demand an end to the hostilities and to find
peaceful solutionsto the conflicts.

A bulimic productivity jeopardizes our planet :

We live a world where the balance between people and na-
ture has been gravely upset , and where runaway growth of con-
sumption has long been present in the so-called " developed "
countries. Thereisa" consume and produce " bulimia-a consid-
erable amount of which is for useless objects-which keeps the
world trapped in a vicious circle : we produce in order to con-
sume , and we consume because we produce ! This ideology of
unbridled productivity depletes natural resources and ravages
the environment , causing harm to the planet and jeopardizing
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future generations . once again women make up the majority of
those who suffer due to this hollow growth .

Appalling corruption as a system :-

We live in aworld where corruption , in several countries, is
a system unto itself , and where it is" legalized " on an interna-
tional level . How else can one call the excessive wealth concen-
trated in so few hands, these colossal fortunes reaped from pub-
lic property to the detriment of fiscal obligations towards States,
often with their complicity ?

This wealth is systematically stolen , embezzled and laun-
dered by private business , all kinds of corporations , financial
ingtitutions , civil servants at all levels , political leaders and
even entire governments . This wealth is stashed in tax havens
and banking secrecy hides the identity of these thieves by offer-
ing them a kind of impunity that only dictators have been ableto
enjoy unit now .

Failure of democracy and State responsibility to
citizens:

We live in a world where government often refuse to meet
their obligations to their citizens , and where they abdicate be-

fore the dictates of the marketplace , now organized as an unse-
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lected supranational power composed of huge international
institutions , banks , industrial corporations , multinationals
andsoon.

This supranational force imposes its anti-deficit creed on gov-
ernments in the form of structural adjustment programs in the
south , social service cuts in the North , the proposed Multilater-
al Agreement on Investment ( MAI ) and other such plans .
States are often complacent or even complicit in regards to these
supranational forces by ensuring generous subsidies ; tax breaks
or by offering credit at preferred rates .

We live in a world where democracy is at the mercy of these
new " warlords" who are above the law , suffer no sanctions and
are accountable to no one .

The disturbing trend of international " protection
" systems:

We live in aworld where people are trying to civilize the re-
lations between countries and to temper somewhat the power of
the market . At the dawn of the third millennium , it is clear that
civility has broken down . the UN has a great deal of difficulty
in preventing or resolving conflicts , and the economic powers

reign as lords and masters like never before .
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WORLD DEMANDS OF THE MARCH
Demandsto eliminate poverty
p-1 that al States adopt a legal framework and strategies
aimed at eliminating poverty.

States must implement national anti-poverty policies , pro-
grams , action plans and projects including specific measures to
eliminate women's poverty and to ensure their economic and so-
cia independence through the exercise of their right to :

* Education ;

* Employment , with statutory protection for work in the home
and in the informal sectors of the economy;

* Pay equity and equality at the national and international levels
; Association and unionization ;

* Property and control of safe water ;

* Decent housing ;

* Health care and social protection ;

* Culture;
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e Life - long income security.

e Natural and economic resources (credit, property, vocational
training , technologies),

e Full citizenship, including in particular recognition of civil
identity and access to relevant documents (identity card).

e Minimum social wage.

States must guarantee , as a fundamental right, the production
and distribution of food to ensure food security for their popula-
tions.

States must develop incentives to promote the sharing of
family responsibilities (education and care of children and do-
mestic tasks ) and must provide concrete support to families
such as daycare adapted to parents work schedules, community
kitchens, programs to assist childern with their schoolwork, and
so on.

States must promote women’ s access to decision-making po-
sitions.

States must ratify and and observe the labor standards of the
International Labor Office (ILO).They must enforce compliance

with national labor standards in free trade zones.
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States and international organizations must take meas-
uresto fight and prevent corruption .

All acts, legidation, regulations and positions taken by
governments will be assessed in the light of indicators such
as the human poverty index (HPI), introduced in the Hu-
man Development Report 1997, the human development
index (HDI), put forth by the United Nations Development
index (including an indicator on the representation of wom-
en in positions of power)discussed in the Human Develop-
ment Report 1995, and Convention 169 of the Indigenous
and tribal peoples'rights.

States must put an end to the process of homogenization
of culture and the co modification of women in media to
suit the needs of the market .

States must make provisions to ensure women's equal
participation in political decision -making bodies.

States must take al possible steps to end patriarchal val-
ues and sensitize the society towards democratization of the

family structure .1
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p-2 The urgent implementation of measures such as.

p-2 @ The Tobin Tax, revenue from the tax would be
paid into a special fund :

e Earmarked for social development,

e Managed democratically by the international community
as awhole,

e According to criteria respecting fundamental human
rights and democracy,

e With equal representation of women and men .

e To which women (who represent 70% of the 1.3 billion
people living in extreme poverty )would have preferred ac-
cess.

p-2 b) investment of 0.7% of the rich countries’ gross na-
tional product (GNP) in aid for devel oping countries,

p-2 ¢) adequate financing and democratiztion of United
Nations programs that are essential to defend women'’s and
children’s fundamenta rights, UNIFEM (UN Women's
program),UNDP(United Nations Development Pro-
gram)and UNICEF (UN children’s fund),
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p-2 d)an end to structural adjustment programs,

p-2 €) an end to cutbacks in soial budgets and public
services,

p-2 f) rejection of the proposed Multilateral Agreement
on Investment(MAL).

p-3 Cancellation of the deebt of al Third World coun-
tries,taking into account the principles of responsibility,
transparency of information and accountability .

We demand the immediate cancellation of the debt of the
53 poorest countries on the planet, i support of the objec-
tives of the Jubilee 2000 campaign.

In thelonger term, we damand the cancellation of the
debt of al Third World countries and the setting up of a
mechanism to monitor the debt write -off, ensuring that this
money is employed to eliminate poverty and to further the
well being of people most affected by structural adjustment
programs, the majority of whom are women and girls.

p-4 the implementation of the 20/20 formula between do-
nor countries and the recipients of international aid .

In this scheme, 20% of the sum contributed by the donor
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country must be allocated to social development and 20%
of the receiving government’s spending must be used for
social programs.

p-5 A non-monolithic world political organization , with
authority over the economy and egalitarian and democratic
representation of all countries on earth (ensuring parity be-
tween poor countries and rich countries) and equal repre-
sentation of women and men .

This organization must have real decision - making
power and authority to act in order to implement a world
economic system that is fair, participatory and where soli-
darity plays a key role . The following measures must be
instituted immediately:
® A World Council for Economic and Financial Security,
which would be in charge of redefining the rules for a new
international financial system based on the fair and equita-
ble distribution of the planet’s wealth . Rooted in social jus-
tice, it would also focus on increasing the well being of the
would population, particularly women, who make up over
half that population. Gender parity should be observed in
the composition of the Council’s membership must also be
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comprised of representatives of the civil society, for exam-
ple NGOs, unions, ect.) And must ensure parity of repre-
sentation between countries from the North and South.

e Any ratification of trade conventions and agreements
must be subordinated to individual and collective funda-
mental human rights .Trade must be subordinated to human
rights,not the other way around .

e The elimination of tax havens.

e The end of banking secrecy.

e The redistribution of wealth held by the seven richest
countries.

e A protocol to ensure application of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

p-6 that the embargoes and blockades-principally affect-
ing women and childern-imposed by the mgor powers on
many countries be lifted .

We reaffirm our commitment to peace and to the protection
of the democratic and autonomous operation of nation-

States.?
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Demandato eliminate violence againstwomen :

V-1 That government claiming to be defenders of hu-
man rights condemn any authority political, relig-
ious,economic or cultural that controls women and girls,
and denounce any regime that violates their fundamental
rights.

V-2 That States recognize, in their statutes and actions,
that all forms of violence against women are violations of
fundamental human rights and cannot be justified by any
custom, religion, cultural practice or political power .
Therefore, al states must recognize a woman'’s right to de-
termine her own destiny, and to exercise control over her
body and reproductive function.

V-3 That States implement action plans, effective poli-
cies and programs equipped with adequate financial and
other meansto end all forms of violence against women .

These action plans must include the following elements
in particular:prevention, public education, prosecution,
“treatment” for attackers , research and statistics on all
forms of violence against women, assistance and protection
for victims, campaigns against pornography, procuring, and
sexual assault, including child rape, non- sexist education,
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easier access to the criminal justice system , and training
programs for judges and police.

V-4 That the United Nations bring extraordinary pres-
sure to bear on member States to ratify without reservation
and implement the conventions and covenants relating to
the rights of women and childern, in particular, the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racia Discrimination, the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and their
Families.

That States harmonize their national laws with these in-
ternational human rights instruments as well as with the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence Against Women, the Cario and
Vienna Declaeations, and the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action.

V-5 That, as soon as possible, protocols be adopted( and
implementation mechanisms be established) for :
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The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW),

These protocols will enable individuals and groups to
bring complaints against a State.These protocols are a
means to exercise international pressure on governments to
implement the rights set out in these conventions.
Provisions must be made for effective sanctions against
non-compliant States.

V-6 That mechanisms be established to implement the
1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Per-
sons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others,
taking into account recent relevant documents such as the
two resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly
(1996) concerning trafficking in women and girls and vio-
lence against migrant women.

V-7 That States recognize the jurisdiction of the Interna-
tional Criminal court and conform in particular to the provi-
sions, especially those that define rape and sexual abuse as
war crimes and crimes against humanity .

V-8 That al States adopt and implement disarmament
policies with respect to conventional, nuclear and biologi-
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cal weapons.

That all countries ratify the Convention Against Land
Mines.

That the United Nations end all forms of intervention ag-
gression and military occupation, assure the right of refu-
gees to return to their homeland, and bring pressure to bear
on governments to enforce the observance of human rights
and to resolve conflicts.3

V-9 That the right to asylum for women victims of sexist
discrmination and persecution and sexua violence be
adopted as soon possible.

The next two demands were supported by the majority
of women present at the meeting on the condition of a
country-by-country adoption process.Some delegates were
not in a position to be able to commit to publicly defending
these demands in their respective countries . They remain
an integral part of the World March of Women in the Year
2000.

Over the next few months, the names of adopting countries
will be added.

V-10 That, based on the principle of equality of all per-
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sons, the United Nations and States of the international
community recognize formally that a person’s sexual orien-
tation shall not bar rhem from the full exercise of the rights
set out in the following internationa instruments : the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Cove-
nant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women .

V-11 That the right to asylum for victims of discrimina-
tion and persecution based on sexual orientation is adopted

as soon as possible .
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