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E/CN4/2003/W.G18/2 daté du 6 décembre 2002- Etude préliminaire O

dI’Expert indépendant sur le droit au développement, Mr Arjun Sengupta, concernant
l'incidence des questions économiques et financiéres internationales sur I'exercice
des droits de 'Homme.

Document E/CN.4/2003/7du 12 Septembre 2002 :le Droit au ™

Développement, Rapport du Hauts-commissairesaux droits de 'Homme présenté en
Application de la résolution 1998/72 de la commission des droits de I'Homme.
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Dominique Rousseau : Les droits de I'Homme de la troisieme génération, ™
op.cit, p.136.
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A, pellet: The functions of the right to development ; a right to self ®
realization- dans —Human right and development- Third World legal studies- 1984,
p.133.

Roland Weyl : Des « droits-libertés » au « droits-pouvoirs », dans la pensée @
n°® 277 .Mais-Juin 1982, p.94.

Clarence Dias : Realiser les droits de I'homme des défavorisés, dans : la revue ©
de la C.1.J. N° 45/1990, p.43.

Voir :Amnesty international: Bresil- Assassinats et complicités, Ed. @
Francaises d'A.l. 1988.
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Alain Gewirth : human Rights : essays on justification and applications- )
University of Chicago Press 1982 p.322.
Joseph Wresinski : grande pauvreté et précarité économique et sociale, )

rapport présenté du conseil économique et social (France) publié au JORF- du 28
février 1987- voir compte rendu dans : Hommes et Libertés- Revue de la ligue du

droit de I'hnomme n°® 50- 1988 pp.16-22.
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F.Perroux : Pour une philosophie du nouveau développement : Aubier ™
Unesco, Paris 1981, p.51.
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Rapport Directeur Général de L'organisation Internationale du Travail : ™

Les droits de I'hnomme, une responsabilité commune B.1.T- Genéve, 1988, p, 32-33.
Vernon Bogdanor : broadning participation in the electoral process- council )

of Europe : Parliament Democracy report- Human Rights law vol n® 4-1988, p.396.

A congressman in a B.C.C program on Democracy, broadcasted on May, @
6, 1991.
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Cité pa : M.Ginsberg and L.Lesser: current developments in Economic and )

Social Rights- a United States perspective, dans Human Rights Law Journal vol. n®3-
4- 1981 p.237.

HOWARD (R) :The full belly thesis :should economic rights take the priority )
over civil and political rights ? Human Rights Quartarley vol 5 n°® 4- 1983 p. 469-488.
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Institut de droit international Annuaire de l'institut -vol 63-1989, pp 399-440. )
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Executive Summary

Prepared By Mohamed Rady’
Introduction:

This report will review and analyze the Arab Workshop on “Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights” held in Casablanca on July 16 and 17, 2003. This
Workshop is the second in a series of workshops planned for the Regional
Program on Human Rights and Development in the Arab Region
(PARDHUR). The Arab Organization for Human Rights, the United Nations
Development Program and the Office of the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights jointly organize the workshops. This latest workshop was the
result of cooperation with the Center for Documentation, Information and
Formation in the Field of Human Rights in the Kingdom of Morocco. More
than 60 human rights activists, experts in development, professors,
teachers, professionals and representatives of international organizations
concerned with human rights and development attended the Workshop, in
addition to dozens of observers and representatives of international and
Arab and local media. The three sponsor organizations made sure that the
participants had varied fields of expertise.

The Workshop aimed to observe and study the problems impeding the
implementation and activation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
the Right to Development in Arab countries, and to suggest the procedures
and tools required to increase awareness and interest in those rights, in
order to put them in a position where they could be implemented.

Mr. Mohamed Ogar, Moroccan Minister of Human Rights,
Mohamed El Ashaary, Moroccan Minister of Culture, Mr. Idris Ben
Zikry, Secretary General of the Moroccan Advisory Council for
Human Rights, as well as Ambassador Ashraf Zaazaa, the Egyptian
Ambassador to Morocco attended the opening session.
Representatives of the organizations which sponsored the
Workshop were also present, namely Mr. El Habib Belkoush,
Director of the Center for Documentation, Information and
Formation in the field of Human Rights, Dr. Amin Mekky Madani,
Regional Representative of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Mr. Farag Fenich, Coordinator of the Arab Program in the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Dr. Adel Abdel
Latif, Regional Coordinator of the United Nations Development

“ An AOHR researcher and the Workshop's rapporteur
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Program and Mr. Mohammed Fayek, Secretary General of the Arab
Organization for Human Rights who also presided the opening
session.

The Workshop's three working axes were thoroughly discussed by all
participants. Dr. Mahmoud Abdel Fadil, Professor of Economics at Cairo
University, presented a working paper on “The Implementation of Economic
and Social Rights in Arab Countries ..Factual Problems and Work
Strategies”, where he pinpointed the main points of weakness in the
implementation of those rights in Arab countries, and analyzed the causes of
weakness and the bases required to implement these rights. He particularly
highlighted the conditions in the Arab employment market, which threatens
the Right to Work with a real crisis, through the spread of unemployment
whether in its unequivocal shape, or through the spread of marginal
employment outside the boundaries of organized economy. The number of
people falling under this category increases daily, they work under
conditions that deteriorate day after day as a result of the weak and
inadequate capability of the official, public or private, sector, to absorb such
growing numbers. People who are employed in this manner have either
temporary contracts or have no contract at all, which turns a great number
of them into casual laborers with very low income, and results in a bad
distribution of the workload.

Dr. Abdel Fadil also pointed out the presence of loopholes in the
insurance net as there is no insurance against unemployment, and people
working in the unofficial sector and their families are not covered by any
insurance and can be considered in a state of “complete insurance
nakedness”, furthermore no regular statistics in the Arab region periodically
monitor organizational progress in this field. Dr. Abdel Fadil criticized the
call heard from some international institutions to privatize the insurance
systems and to change them into free contractual systems between the
insured and insurance companies, without the presence of a mandatory
organizational framework; in Dr. Abdel Fadil opinion such a system would
increase the burden on workers and would lead additional numbers to leave
the insurance cover.

He concluded that the implementation of the Right to Work as a basic
Human Right in the Arab region is connected to the implementation of the
Right to Development, to help create new and developing opportunities for
sustained and secure employment. The great number of marginal
employment in the majority of Arab countries greatly weakens the true, not
the nominal, implementation of the Right to Work.
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The paper discussed the Right to Obtain Basic Public Goods, meaning
the goods that society has to provide to the majority of the population like
basic education, basic health care, adequate habitation, and public transport
for adequate or token prices, developed countries sometimes add children
formula and basic staple food to this list. The paper specifically focused on
the Right to Education and pointed that the principle of equal opportunity in
education was flawed as the level of education was retrograding, the quality
of education was disparate and its channels were numerous, which flaws
equal opportunities. Some people find special employment opportunities
while on the opposite side an army of people remain unemployed. He
commented that the Report on Human Development had not discussed this
issue.

Among the work strategies recommended by the researcher to
implement Socio-Economic Rights in the Arab world are:

To devise long-term and medium range strategies in order to focus on
creating new employment opportunities to absorb the great number of
people who enter the employment market every year, and to take into
consideration the high level of population growth in the Arab region.

The main purpose of development strategies should be to fulfill the
basic needs of the population, especially in the field of basic public goods as
previously discussed. But this should not mean neglecting to develop
exporting opportunities for services and goods, as enlarging and developing
exporting opportunities will help in turn create employment opportunities
and increase the income of foreign currencies needed to finance additional
investment operations.

Policies regarding wages and prices should not be left to market
powers and mechanisms as advocated by new liberal trends, because this
would result in obvious violations of Economic and Social Rights, particularly
the “Right to a Decent Life”. In some developed capitalist countries,
councils formulate wages and incomes policies, while sometimes there is a
system where house-rent is proportional to the income of low-income
families.

Apply a set of monetary policies (subsidies and direct taxes) that
would help improve income distribution, which would facilitate the
realization of the best possible fair distribution in society and end extreme
poverty, and would gradually end the presence of shanty towns in the Arab
region.

Devise a system to regularly monitor elements of improvement or
deterioration in all Arab countries, as previously explained, to undertake
adequate corrective measures.
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Finally the researcher emphasized that Economic and Social Rights
in the Arab nation will not reach their full scope except under an active and
dynamic implementation of the Right to Development, which is in fact
equivalent to the Right to Life.

Dr. Azzam El Mahgoub commented on the Working Paper and
pointed that the principles of freedom, justice and equality are the basic
bonds between Human Rights and Development. He added that there was
a positive interaction between Political and Civil Rights on one side and
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the other. He also stressed
that the more Political and Civil Rights are promoted, the more Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights are promoted too and the opposite is just as true.
The bond between those two sets of Rights encourages the strategy of
Development. Dr. Mahgoub suggested convening a new conference to
develop the concepts included in the 1993 Vienna Conference, considering
that the Right to Development has come to link Political, Civil, Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, he also suggested adding Environmental Rights to
the Order of Human Rights. Dr. Mahgoub mentioned his suggestion to
devise a measuring order that has ten interconnected makers for Economic,
Social, Cultural and Environmental Rights, to compare between them. For
example the employment element and its connection with the level of
unemployment, the span of employment and its connection with vacations,
holidays and recreation, the level of poverty and its connection with the
minimum wage, if available, as 35% of some countries inhabitants live in
poverty, human poverty and its connection with the issue of using potable
water and enjoying basic services, Dr. Mahgoub suggested the need to add
an environmental perspective, like clean air, particularly in cities with a high
level of pollution.

During the discussions the participants invited the Arab world to
focus on the Right to a Decent Life, as it is a global right that guarantees
various Economic and Social Rights. They also stressed the need to join the
international debate to document commitments resulting from the
International Covenant for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as is the
case with the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights, which on
one side assigns certain responsibilities to countries, and on the other side
assigns different responsibilities to the International Community. Participants
stressed the importance of informing legislative councils about the Rights
and the tools used for their implementation, they also discussed the
importance of cumulative knowledge in the absence of social and cultural
planning, although some economic planning is found, and is used to devise
more practical and realistic tools.
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Some participants alluded to the need to evaluate the periodical
reports presented by Arab governments to the contractual committees, and
invited civil society to compile such reports. They expressed their fear of the
ongoing debate, which suggests allowing countries to present one periodical
report in place of the 7 separate reports they have to currently present.
Some participants wanted to identify the limits of the issue of the step-by-
step implementation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as the
Right to Development, they wanted to point that Rights have an indivisible
nature, which means that these groups of Rights should not occupy a lesser
rank, and that the advanced precedence and importance of some Rights
does not mean that others should be on a lesser level.

Participants pointed to the important role played by international
organizations in opening channels for dialogue between governments and
civil society. They called for the study of the reports presented by
governments to the UN Committee for the Implementation of Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, to determine the legal status of the International
Covenant in national legislature, and the extent of disparity between
commitments resulting from the Covenant and commitments related to the
International Trade Organization, the study would also help assess the
presence of texts from the Covenant in Arab governments’ negotiations with
international financing organizations. The participants discussed the
importance of the publication of all the contractual committees final
observations on the governments’ periodical reports.

On the second axis, Dr. Abdel Hussain Shaaban presented a
Working Paper, which discussed the problems of Cultural Rights. The Paper
reviewed the Cultural Dimension of Human Rights and how it is affected by
the international cultural debate connected to the cold war. The Paper also
reviewed the content of the International Human Rights Law in particular
the Cultural Rights that were consecrated on the individual and collective
level, including the Rights of Groups more in need of care, like Women and
Minorities.

Dr. Shaaban then reviewed the new-old debate regarding the
problems of specificity and universality, reiterating that there were no
contradiction between the two, within the framework of the united human
family and the preservation of its cultural diversity. Dr. Shaaban pointed to
the confusion between the meaning of universality and globalization.

He also pointed to the threat of cultural clash due to the fact that
some American intellectuals believe and propagate the idea that Islamic
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religion and civilization are “civilization obstacles” and should be either
diluted or uprooted. Dr. Shaaban invited the Arab and Islamic world to face
this through the consecration of concepts and values that support the
common humanitarian factor.

Dr. Aly Ben Mohammed commented on the Paper and
presented some procedural observations regarding handling the case, which
included the need to present two separate cases, the first being the Arab
world’s Cultural Rights that present the dilemma of cultural rights from the
standpoint of identity and social structure, rights that are being threatened
and attacked by international hegemony bodies, and the second would be
cultural rights in the Arab world, which is the concept dealing with the rights
due to individuals by their countries and their social and political systems.

Dr. Ben Mohammed pointed that the paper did not research the
cultural reality of Third World countries, reality connected to various
economic and political difficulties and challenges. He called for an increased
interest in the attempts made by international hegemony forces to re-shape
the cultural future of the Arab world according to their own interests,
confirming that culture is the nation intellectual and moral vessel and its
entity, and that opening-up to other cultures is not fruitful except if it is built
on awareness of the established vanguards of the nation’s identity. Dr. Ben
Mohammed declared he completely refused to accept any cultural
hegemony.

Dr. Ben Mohammed asked for the preservation of the Arab
cultural heritage and to retrieve what had been stolen from it,
especially original Arab parchments and tons of national archives.
He also called for the revision of the picture of the Arab person in
official history and in the curriculum of foreign education; he added
that the picture of the Arab person should also be corrected in the
Western and International mind.

During the general debate, one of the participants pointed that
the Paper did not include any criticism of the way Arab society handles
issues related to Cultural Rights, and the fact that no Arab Charter for
Human Rights was ever issued is an indication of the Arab declining
situation. Another participant pointed that the Paper did not look at reality
and did not offer suggestions, while another pointed that Arab countries
showed little interest in cultural development, and that this was evident in
budgets allocated for cultural development. The participant mentioned that
a few years back there was an attempt to create an Arab Fund for Cultural
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Development, some Arab countries pledged large sums to the Fund,
including one country that pledged 10 Million Dollars that were never paid,
while this same country paid large sums to a European Academy.

Other participants focused on the responsibility of Arab intellectuals
and officials for the status of Cultural Rights because they failed to introduce
radical change regarding the status of women or children, while Arab
regimes were unable to develop this issue and put the responsibility for
explaining these procedures and solving the problems of Cultural Rights in
Arab countries, on the shoulders of intellectuals.

One of the participants drew attention to the fact that no cultural
development could occur in the absence of freethinking and a modern
intellect to confront perfidy and intimidation. The speaker stressed the need
to solve the dubious relationship between the religious and civil dimensions
of Culture, because Culture includes them both. The speaker also clarified
the relationship between religion and politics where there is a lot of
confusion and obscurity, in order to avoid slipping in to a speech about
crusades and jihad, which is one of the most dangerous speeches in human
rights. He added that it was not in our national interest to only defend Arab
culture and the Islamic religion, as the defensive speech pushes us in a
corner, while we need to criticize and challenge intellectual terrorism, like
people charging others of unbelief, in fact we need to criticize ourselves first
before we criticize people who blemish our culture.

Another participant added that in his opinion Arab regimes
purposely thwarted cultural rights to make their societies fail to achieve
democracy, and he asked if one could speak of cultural rights in a society
that limits freedom of expression and opinion? He mentioned that the fault
is not only in the American/Zionist media attacks on Arab culture, but that
the problem lies within us as Arabs.

A lady participant pointed that intellectuals are responsible for the
large gap between them and the rest of the population. She added that one
should look at culture in a different manner, and open up to other cultures
while keeping our identity and specificity. The lady speaker thought that
Freedom of Thought and Creativity is also restricted within our primary
social cell, meaning within the family.

Another lady criticized intellectuals, and asked who would render
them accountable for undermining culture? And how many of them cheered
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their rulers? She demanded that greater attention be given to training
regarding the promotion of cultural rights through specialized programs.

Some participants expressed the need to examine reality and
observe the implementation of cultural rights in the Arab World, through
organizing an independent workshop about cultural rights, cultural identity,
citizenry, women and religion founded on many standards like equality,
justice and non-discrimination. They asked for thorough preparations to
emphasize the Arab point of view regarding Cultural Rights in the
International Conference planned by the UNESCO for 2004, the Conference
is expected to adopt an international agreement on cultural diversity. They
thought that the Arab world should confront the cultural attack launched by
hegemony forces with the tools and mechanisms offered by international
Covenants and Agreements provided by the International Community. The
Arab World should also face cultural distortions, which emanate from within
Arab society, by focusing on the issue of education and the effectiveness of
applied programs, and by clearly explaining the difference between the
religious and civil aspects of culture.

In the third and last axis “The Right to Development”, Dr.
Abdel Aziz El Noueidy presented a working paper entitled “The Right to
Development, a Human Right for Individuals and Peoples”. Dr. El Noueidy
highlighted the United Nations efforts to implement the Right to
Development, and recounted the tribulations that lasted a decade before the
Right of Development was adopted. Dr. El Noueidy then reviewed the
evolution of working groups interested in the Right to Development and of
the new tool that emerged from the Commission for Human Rights, which is
the creation of the new position of independent expert, and of a working
group of unspecified composition, to monitor the achieved progress in
support of the implementation of the Right to Development, to draft and
analyze impediments and inspect reports and information issued by states
and all interested organizations.

Dr. El Noueidy then reviewed the meaning of the Right to
Development as one of the Human Rights, which include the right to
participate in the policies and the chain of development, and as a right to
enjoy human rights within their framework, and the Right to Development
as a peoples’ right, in addition to the right to participate on an equal footing
in international relations, and the right to preferential treatment to promote
development, and as the right to receive international aid conditioned by
human rights.

Ya.
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The Paper also earmarked the obstacles and impediments facing the
implementation of the Right to Development, and categorized them on the
foreign level as military intervention with or without the approval of the
Security Council, interference of international monetary institutions, which
have no respect for human rights or international Covenants, pointing to
what he called priorities and the inconsistency of terms. On the internal
level, he found the obstacles to be the monopoly of power and resources,
the absence of democracy, and debilitating the Right to Participate, the
Right to Create Associations and the Right of Opinion and Expression.
Internally there were the restrictions imposed on Economic and Social Rights
and their justifications, whether ideological justifications or by using the
excuse of weak resources and abilities and by supplying fallacious numbers
and statistics regarding the efforts exerted to promote development.

The Paper presented the requirements needed for the
implementation of the Right to Development, first on the international level
they included reforming the Security Council through increasing international
participation in its membership, connecting the “Veto” to a qualified
majority, reforming international monetary institutions by consecrating
equality between nations and tying their policies to human rights.

On the national level, the Paper consecrated the important and
responsible role of the forces of democracy, and the need for these forces to
sign regional and international alliances. The forces of democracy include
the movements of Human Rights, Peace and Anti-War, Environmental
Protection, Anti-Globalization, Anti-Racism and all other humanitarian
movements.

Mr. Mohsen Awad commented on the Paper and drew attention
to the international debate regarding the implementation of the Right to
Development, he reiterated what other participants had suggested regarding
the need for Arab countries to have an emergency plan in all areas as in the
implementation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as well as the Right
to Development. Mr. Awad asked the participants to answer the question:
which perspective had priority in the implementation of the Right to
Development, the international one of the internal national one?

Mr. Awad confirmed that the Special Rapporteur for the Right to
Development had declared that no country in the world was implementing
the Right to Development.

The commentator totally concurred with the analysis presented by
the Paper regarding the implementation of the Right to Development, and
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added that it is of utmost importance to link up with the international debate
regarding the handling of legislation which prevent the implementation of
this right, like the papers on the strategies to end poverty, or suggestions
being discussed to implement this Right, like the “Contract for Development”
presented by the Special Rapporteur for Development.

Mr. Awad also pointed that many international debates put
international scopes of the Right to Development in front of the national
ones, he thought that without denying the importance of the international
scope, which in itself is one of the elements of this Right, in fact the focus
should be on the national scope to implement this Right. First because
some major influential powers reject this Right, and prefer the formula of
bilateral aid, second because of the slow compliance of the international
environment in this matter, and third because of the failure of many major
powers to meet their commitments in relation to international developmental
aid. The proper re-allocation of national resources and their management
can play an important role in improving the benchmarks of human
development; this role would be as important as the role played by
additional foreign aid.

Drafting the principles of the declaration of the Right to
Development took a decade to complete, then ten more years elapsed
before serious discussions started around the means to implement this right,
and it is not known how long it will take before these important principles
can be translated into tangible reality, therefore as one of the participants
said, we are in need of an “emergency plan” to implement this Right. There
is agreement around the elements to be stressed: uprooting poverty,
empowering women, respecting the rights of the child, taking into account
the rights of people with special needs, fighting AIDS as well as other
infectious diseases, abiding by transparency in administration and promoting
the role of civil society.

The commentator cited a current example as a model for these
elements, which is the battle fought by China against SARS, as soon as the
country faced the facts with complete transparency it was able to fight the
disease and prevent it from becoming a deadly epidemic, the country
managed to contain it within a matter of weeks, while the lack of
transparency in dealing with AIDS, led to a distressing surprise in the region
when it turned out that 550 000 people were infected with the virus.

During the general debate, the participants called for the
institution of the era of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as well as the
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Right to Development, for the inclusion of Human and People’s Rights into
the role of international organizations in occupied countries, and for the
formation of a coalition between organizations of civil society interested in
Human Rights and Development, to work together to achieve control,
integrity and accountability and the bases on which good governance is
built.

At the end of the Workshop the following recommendations were
adopted (attached).

Recommendations of the Arab Workshop on
The I mplementation of Economic, Social and Cultural Rightsin Countries of the Arab Region

(Casablanca 16-17 July 2003)

On July 16 and 17, 2003 the Arab Organization for Human Rights in
cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the
United Nations Developments and the Center for Documentation,
Information and Formation in the Field of Human Rights in Morocco, jointly
held in Casablanca, Morocco a Workshop regarding the Implementation of
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Countries of the Arab region, within
the framework of the Regional Project for Human Rights and Human
Development in the Arab region.

The Workshop aimed to observe and study the ambiguities that
hinder the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights as well as
the right to development in Arab countries, and to draft the necessary
recommendations and mechanisms to increase awareness and interest
regarding this type of rights and to implement them. More than 60 human
rights activists, experts in development, professors, union members,
teachers and representatives of international organizations, attended the
conference. Mr. Mohammed Ougar, Moroccan Minister of Human Rights
Affairs, Mr, Mohammed El Ashaary, Moroccan Minister of Culture and Mr.
Idris Ben Zikry, Secretary General of the Advisory Council for Human Rights
in Morocco attended the opening session.

The Workshop agenda contained three main axes, which discussed:
“Implementation of economic, social and cultural rights, actual ambiguities
and working strategies”, “Ambiguities related to the implementation of
cultural rights”, “Implementing the right to development”. Dr. Mohmoud
Abdel Fadil, Dr. Abdel Hussein Shaabab and Dr. Abdel Aziz El Noueidy

prepared three working papers to help encourage the debate.
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Discussions were based on a group of principles:

The universality and indivisibility of human rights, and the integrality
of their various parameters in relation to global human rights.

The link between democracy, sustained human development, and the
respect of human rights and basic freedoms.

Regional systems for the protection of human rights should focus on
enriching international protection systems not on diminishing them.

Considering civil society a main partner in the process of human
rights-based development.

Development and the reinforcement of national capabilities to
support and protect human rights are essential conditions to realize a
human development, which adopts the concept of good governance and
promotes the role of women, youth and sectors more in need of care.

Implementation of the right of development is the responsibility of
governments, supporting it on the national level is based on respect of
essential principles that include equality, participation, accountability and
non-discrimination, and sustaining it on the international level is based on
the creation of the circumstances conducive to its implementation.

Participants discussed the ambiguities related to the implementation
of economic, social and cultural rights as well as the right to development in
Arab countries:

Lack of interest in this type of rights, and differences in defining the
concepts of human rights and the requirements needed to implement them.
Approaching those rights as needs requiring a gradual implementation
without being committed to a timetable or clear monitoring mechanisms.

Some Arab countries are still reluctant to join the International
Covenant and others have reservations regarding some of its rules, which
prejudice the Covenant goals, while some countries are not committed to
many of its rules.

Participants observed the following obstacles to implementation:

Foreign occupation, and denying the right of people to self-
determination and to choose their systems, and international sanctions
imposed on some countries.

The negative effects of policies of foreign forces and international
monetary organizations, which push countries to adopt economic models
and policies that do not respect human rights, in addition to the weakness of
related organizational systems.
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Widespread corruption in Arab countries accompanied by fragile and
weak transparency, supervision and accountability.

Absent or weak democratic freedoms, foremost the right to
participate, freedom of opinions and expression, and the lack of
acknowledgement of the principles of complete equality and full citizenship.

Rarity and inaccuracy of surveys, weak renovation and publication
operations and the lack of markers to gauge progress.

Recommendations

In conclusion the participants offered recommendations to help
implement economic, social and cultural rights as well as the right to
development:

On the National Level:
First: Arab Governments are required to do the following:

Governments who have not yet joined international covenants and
conventions related to human rights, especially the International Covenant
for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and other related international
agreements issued by the ILO, are required to join and to conform their
national legislation with their international commitments originating from
joining the Covenant, and governments that have already joined have to
drop their reservations.

Governments party to the International Covenant for Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights have to abide by its rules in all their contractual
relationships with international monetary institutions, as well as with multi-
national companies in order to avoid conflict of commitments.

Draft and implement a comprehensive national working plan to
protect and support human rights, according to the recommendations stated
in Article 71 of the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Work Plan.

Create a legal structure capable of implementing the right to
development on the national level based on the following elements:

*Uprooting poverty.

*Empowering women.

*Respecting children’s rights.

*Taking into consideration the rights of people with special needs.
*Fighting AIDS and other infectious diseases.

*Being committed to transparency in administration.

*Fighting corruption.

*Supporting the role of civil society.
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Join the International Convention for the Protection of Migrant
Workers and Members of their Families, which entered into force on July 1,
2003, and prepare for the international conference on immigration that the
ILO intends to hold in Geneva in 2004.

Take advantage of the Program of Technical Cooperation offered by
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Second: NGOs are required to do the following:

Increase their participation in the international debate aiming to
implement the Right to Development, and participate in building awareness
among society members regarding the integration of the concept of
sustained human development and human rights with the right to
development.

Invite the Arab Institute for Human Rights and all Arab training
institutes to provide training programs for Arab governments and NGOs, on
the drafting of reports presented to the United Nations contractual
committees, and to appeal to the High Commissioner for Human Rights to
support this program.

Support training of union members due to the important role played
by unions in the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights as
well as the right to development.

Intensify training efforts, and programs to implement economic and
cultural rights as well as the right to development, and appeal to the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations
Development Fund to support them.

On the Regional Level:

First: Invite Regional Arab Governments and Organizations to do
the following:

In their efforts to develop an Arab Charter for Human Rights, Arab
countries have to observe the principles, rules and mechanisms of the
Universal Human Rights Declaration

Encourage Arab organizations and funds to focus on implementing
economic, social and cultural rights and to integrate human rights into their
programs.

Publish the final observations issued by the UN Committee for
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Second: Invite NGOs to do the following:
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Cooperate to devise practical programs to implement economic,
social and cultural rights.

Strengthen cooperation between Arab research institutions, to
develop curriculums to enrich the regional intellectual capital, increase
knowledge of the various human rights conventions on the national level,
and the possibility of applying them.

Invite the Arab Organization for Human Rights to cooperate with
other Arab organizations to monitor organizations working in the field of
economic and social rights, and exchange with them information regarding
successful experiences in the field of the implementation of economic, social
and cultural rights.

Support efforts aiming to issue the optional protocol to the
International Covenant for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

On the International Level:

Invite the International Community to approve a greater role for the
United Nations in Iraqg, in order to end the American-British occupation and
allow Iraqis to determine their fate, and take into their own hands the reins
of their country. The people of Iraq have to enjoy their right to choose their
political system and regain sovereignty over their national resources. lIraqis
have to be able to protect their national heritage and retrieve what has been
stolen. Arab governments should offer their support and help to the Iraqi
people, to help them regain their rights and end their suffering.

Invite the International Community to take necessary and effective
measures to stop Israeli attacks on the Palestinian people as well as the
massive violations of their economic, social and cultural rights. The
International Community has to provide the Palestinian people with an
international protection until the occupation comes to an end, to allow them
to practice their right to self-determination and their other inalienable rights.
National and international development policies have to be committed to
achieving development goals set for the millennium, foremost dealing with
the problems of extreme poverty, hunger, education, environment, health,
inequality between the sexes. Policies have to consider economic, social and
cultural rights a way to improve the level of individual empowerment and
participation.

Support suggestions regarding the creation of a permanent and
effective monitoring mechanism for the implementation of the Right to
Development.

Sustain international efforts aiming to devise a mechanism to
enforce the commitment of donor countries to support development
programs away from political considerations.
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Support NGOs efforts to make economic, social and cultural rights
subject to litigation, so that every citizen has the right to litigate in case he
is denied any of the rights stated in the International Covenant for
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Focus on the international conference to be held under the auspices
of the UNESCO in 2004, to draft an international agreement for cultural
diversity.

Sustain the Secretary General’s efforts to reform the United Nations,
especially in the field of the implementation of human rights, and to
reiterate the importance of periodical reports presented by countries to the
UN contractual committees.

Invite the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights and the
United Nations Development Fund to intensify their efforts to develop the
organizational capabilities of human rights organizations.

Consolidate the program carried by the Office of the

Coordinator for the Arab Group in the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, and invite the Office to publish all
its documents in Arabic.

Consolidate the presence of the Arab Organization for Human Rights
and other Arab NGOs in international arenas, especially in the European seat
of the United Nations in Geneva, and during the United Nations General
Assembly annual session in New York.

At the end of the Workshop all participants expressed their
appreciation to the government of the Kingdom of Morocco, for all the help
it offered to facilitate this conference, and for the warm welcome offered to
them by the brotherly Moroccan people.
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This book discusses the Arab Round Table on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights that was held in Casablanca on July 16
and 17, 2003, within the framework of the Regional Project on
Human Rights and Development in the Arab Region, organized by
the UNDP, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
and the Arab Organization for Human Rights to examine and
resolve the problems that impede the implementation of the
International Covenant for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as
well as the Right to Development.
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