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1% September 2004
The Honorable M s. L ouise Arbour
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Geneva, Switzerland

Re: Palestinian Prisoners’ Hunger Strike

Dear Madam

Since the beginning of the Al-Agsa Intifada in September 2000, Israeli authorities
have noticeably increased the arrest of Palestinian activists and their relatives. As
of the end of July 2004, the number of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and
detention centers had reached more than 7,408; 510 in administrative detention,
over 325 children, more than 106 women, and significant number of elderly people
suffering from chronic illnesses. The prisoners also include leading political
figures, among them members of the Palestinian Legislative Council and PLO
Executive Committee. Many of the prisoners are serving sentences as long as two
to three hundred years.

The vast majority of Palestinian prisoners are being detained outside Palestinian
borders. This is in breach of Article 76 of the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention
Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, which stipulates
that: “Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied
country, and if convicted they shall serve their sentences therein.” This situation
has prevented prisoners’ family members from visiting them as they must obtain
special visitation permits to enter Israel and the Israeli authorities rarely issue such
permits.

Most Israeli prisons and detention centers lack suitable health facilities, and most
prisons suffer from lack of cleanliness, cramped quarters, and infestation by rats,
snakes, and insects. Moreover, prison administrations are not obliged to provide
prisoners with the medical treatment necessary according to the status of the
patient or the doctor’s prescription. Prison administrations prevent external
specialists from examining patients or following up their treatment, despite the fact
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that prisons lack on-site specialists—or even qualified nurses. This has resulted in
the death of a number of prisoners.

Recently, prisoners have been prohibited from acquiring their basic necessities
through the prison canteen. Prison authorities have also placed restrictions on
family visits and prevented numerous prisoners from pursuing their secondary and
university education. The Israeli authorities clam that these measures are to
prevent prisoners from engaging in terrorist activities from inside prisons.
However these arbitrary measures are designed to oppress the prisoners and crush
their spirits.

In the wake of these tightened restrictions and arbitrary measures and following the
failure of all efforts, negotiations, and cautionary strikes aimed at easing these
conditions, the prisoners launched an open hunger strike to protest peacefully
against their plight. Beginning on 15 August 2004, the strike is to continue until
the prisoners’ humanitarian demands are met. These include: ceasing humiliating
strip searches of prisoners; ceasing the policy of imposing monetary fines on
prisoners; permitting all prisoners to receive visits from their families and relatives,
removing glass barriers in visiting areas; ceasing individual and collective solitary
confinement; permitting prisoners to receive books, cultural and stationary
materials, athletic games, and letters, performing prescribed medical surgeries
without delay; conducting a comprehensive medical examination on every prisoner
at least once a year; enabling prisoners to continue their education; and other
demands related to satisfying the minimum level of human rights.

Thousands of prisoners have been fasting for three weeks and their health has
begun to seriously deteriorate. The situation may reach alarming levels in the
coming days, possibly leading to the death of striking prisoners. It is important to
note that many of these prisoners are the leaders and cadres of various Palestinian
organizations and factions, and thus represent important interlocutors in the peace
process. Their death could spark in the Palestinian territories and region in a way
that could threaten international peace and security in the region.

The Palestinian Commission for Citizens’ Rights supports the Palestinian

prisoners in continuing this peaceful and non-violent protest. PICCR thereby
requests the following:
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1. Immediate intervention of the United Nations to urge the Israeli government to
meet the Palestinian prisoners’ humanitarian needs, as outlined in the international
humanitarian law and international human rights agreements to which the State of
Israel is a party.

2. By virtue of your prominent position, urge the Israeli government to address the
humanitarian needs of the Palestinian prisoners.

3. Dispatch of the relevant Special Rapporteurs to the occupied Palestinian
territories—including the Special Rapporteur to the Occupied Palestinian
Territories, the Specia Rapporteur on Torture, and the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention—so that they may investigate and report on the abhorrent
conditions in which Palestinian prisoners are living in.

4. Call for the respect of all Palestinian citizens’ rights by the Israeli authorities,
and the halt of violations currently being committed across the Palestinian
Territories.

Sincerely,

L amis Alami
Director General
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